What Can Cause Our Faith To Fail?

The Holy Bible, the written Word of God, does 2 things:
1) It will cause you to form beliefs (Faith)
2) It will strengthen existing beliefs

Rom 10:17
17So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
KJV

Once we form beliefs or have faith based upon the Word of God, we need to strengthen those
beliefs to a point where we will act upon what we believe.

Even if our beliefs are strong enough to act upon, there are still some things that can cause our
faith to fail. These things we have to watch out for, be on guard for, and stand against.

1) People abandon their faith because of problems.
2) People abandon their faith because of the good life.
3) People abandon their faith because of false doctrine and false teachers.

There are examples of people all through the bible who abandoned their faith. I'm convinced of
this, that if we look at these people and what caused them to abandon their faith, we will be less
likely to fall into the same traps of the enemy.

2 Tim 4:1-5

4:11 charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.

3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry.

KJV

The purpose of this teaching is to help you become wiser about what things are working to try to
get you to leave what you believe and to encourage you to strengthen what you believe so you'll
never abandon your faith.

When | say this, | don’t mean that we leave our saving faith; | mean we abandon our believing
faith. I'm talking about the Hebrews 11:23, 24 faith. Which is our basic belief system.
If our faith does fail in a certain area, we may lose the battle, but we haven'’t lost the war.



Let’s look at a few people who did abandon what they believed and then we will look at the three
things that can cause us to do that. If we don’t get to all of it in this one teaching we’ll pick it back
up the next meeting we’re together.

JUDAS ISCARIOT

Matt 26:12-36

12For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.

13Verily | say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall
also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.

14Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,

15And said unto them, What will ye give me, and | will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted
with him for thirty pieces of silver.

16And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.

17Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him,
Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?

18And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at
hand; | will keep the passover at thy house with my disciples.

19And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover.

THE TWELVE DISCIPLES

20Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.

21And as they did eat, he said, Verily | say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

22And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?
23And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray
me.

24The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is
betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.

25Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou
hast said.

26And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.

27And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;

28For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
29But | say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when | drink it
new with you in my Father's kingdom.

30And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.

31Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, |
will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.

32But after | am risen again, | will go before you into Galilee.

33Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will |
never be offended.

34Jesus said unto him, Verily | say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt
deny me thrice.

35Peter said unto him, Though | should die with thee, yet will | not deny thee. Likewise also said all
the disciples.



KJV

Luke 22:31

31And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you
as wheat:

32But | have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren.

33And he said unto him, Lord, | am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.

34And he said, | tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny
that thou knowest me.

KJV

PETER

Matt 26:69-27:1

69Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with
Jesus of Galilee.

70But he denied before them all, saying, | know not what thou sayest.

71And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were
there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.

72And again he denied with an oath, | do not know the man.

73And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one
of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.

74Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, | know not the man. And immediately the cock
crew.

75And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt
deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

KJV

John 21:3-7

3Simon Peter saith unto them, | go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went
forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

4But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it
was Jesus.

5Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

6And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast
therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

7Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast
himself into the sea.

KJV

John 21:15-17



15So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more
than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that | love thee. He saith unto him, Feed
my lambs.

16He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him,
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that | love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

17He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved
because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou
knowest all things; thou knowest that | love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

KJV

HYMENAEUS AND ALEXANDER

1 Tim 1:18-2:1

18Now, Timothy, my son, here is my command to you: Fight well in the Lord's battles, just as the
Lord told us through his prophets that you would. 19Cling tightly to your faith in Christ and always
keep your conscience clear, doing what you know is right. For some people have disobeyed their
consciences and have deliberately done what they knew was wrong. It isn't surprising that soon
they lost their faith in Christ after defying God like that. 20Hymenaeus and Alexander are two
examples of this. | had to give them over to Satan to punish them until they could learn not to bring
shame to the name of Christ. TLB

THE 70 DISCIPLES

John 6:48-51

48| am that bread of life.

49Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.

50This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.
511 am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever: and the bread that | will give is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world.

KJV

John 6:59-67

59These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

60Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can
hear it?

61When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this
offend you?

62What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

63lt is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life.

64But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were
that believed not, and who should betray him.

65And he said, Therefore said | unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given
unto him of my Father.

66From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

67Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?



KJV
DEMAS

2 Tim 4:9-18

9Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:

10For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

110nly Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the
ministry.

12And Tychicus have | sent to Ephesus.

13The cloke that | left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but
especially the parchments.

14Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works:
150f whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.

16At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: | pray God that it may not be
laid to their charge.

17Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might
be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and | was delivered out of the mouth of the
lion.

18And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly
kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

KJV

Acts 13:6-12

6And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus:

7Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.

8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn
away the deputy from the faith.

9Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,

10ANnd said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?

11And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun
for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking
some to lead him by the hand.

12Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the
Lord.

Phil 3:17-20

17Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an
ensample.

18(For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ:



19Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind
earthly things.)

20For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ:

KJV

These are just to name a few, now let us look at why this can happen, even to the elect:

Luke 8:11-15

11Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

12Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

13They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these
have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

14And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.
15But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

KJV

1) PEOPLE ABANDON THEIR FAITH BECAUSE OF PROBLEMS

The apostle Paul wrote the following (in 1 Thess 3:1-6) to the church at Thessolonica:

1 Thess 3:1-6

3:1Finally, when | could stand it no longer, | decided to stay alone in Athens 2and send Timothy,
our brother and fellow worker, God's minister, to visit you to strengthen your faith and
encourage you and to keep you from becoming fainthearted in all the troubles you were
going through. (But of course you know that such troubles are a part of God's plan for us
Christians. 4Even while we were still with you we warned you ahead of time that suffering would
soon come-and it did.)

5As | was saying, when | could bear the suspense no longer, | sent Timothy to find out whether
your faith was still strong. | was afraid that perhaps Satan had gotten the best of you and that all
our work had been useless.

TLB

(GET PEOPLE IN CONG. TO BE PAUL, ANTIOCH, ICONIUM, LYSTRA, DERBE, JERUSALEM)
The Apostle Paul on his first missionary journey took Barnabus and Mark and traveled to a few
cities.

The 1% city was Antioch where people were saved and filled and unbelieving Jews rose up
against them and threw them out of the city.

The 2™ city was Iconium where people were saved and filled and unbelieving Jews rose up
against them and threw them out of the city.



The 3" city was Lystra where a man was healed and it sparked revival and people were saved
and filled.

Then, the unbelieving Jews from Antioch went and gathered the unbelieving Jews from Iconium
and Lystra and they came and stoned Paul. Then they went home.

Then Paul was raised from the dead and went to Derbe.

Acts 14:19-23

19And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and,
having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

20Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the
next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

21And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned
again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,

22Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

23And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

KJV

LOOK AT WHAT PAUL DID! HE WENT BACK TO LYSTRA, ICONIUM, AND ANTIOCH BEFORE
HE WENT HOME TO JERUSALEM. HE WENT THE LONG WAY HOME BACK THROUGH THE
CITIES WHERE HIS MURDERERS LIVED. WHY?

The word “confirm or confirming” means to STRENGTHEN.

Paul knew that these new believers had to be strengthened in their faith or they would abandon
their beliefs when they were pursecuted. When trouble arises, if our beliefs are not strong enough,
we will depart from what we believe.

Most of our beliefs will not support action. Why? They are not strong enough beliefs yet. (Sweets
analogy) My beliefs in this arena are just not strong enough to move me to act.

Without strengthened beliefs, it will be hard to stand firm through hardships and persecution. The
best thing we as a church can do for people who are having troubles is to strengthen what they
believe.

This is also why we should never get tired of hearing the Word or even the same Word, over and
over. It confirms or makes us strong in our faith.

On Paul’s 2" missionary journey Paul established and strengthened the churches.

Acts 15:40-16:1



40And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of
God.

41And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.

KJV

Pauls 3™ missionary journey:

Acts 18:23
23And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over all the country of Galatia

and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.
KJV

Even over in 2 Cor 12:1 Paul was hindered by a “messenger of Satan” which he sought God about
3 times. This persecution was designed by the enemy to get Paul to abandon his beliefs.

Mark 4:16-17

16And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the
word, immediately receive it with gladness;

17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or
persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.

KJV

2) PEOPLE ABANDON THEIR FAITH BECAUSE OF THE GOOD LIFE.

Luke 8:14

14And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

KJV

2 Tim 4:9-10

9Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:

10For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica;

KJV

Luke 18:18-25

18And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?
19ANnd Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God.
20Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.

21And he said, All these have | kept from my youth up.

22Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that
thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow
me.

23And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.



24And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God!

25For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God.

KJV

Luke 12:16-23

16And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully:

17And he thought within himself, saying, What shall | do, because | have no room where to bestow
my fruits?

18And he said, This will | do: | will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will | bestow all
my fruits and my goods.

19ANnd | will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry.

20But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall
those things be, which thou hast provided?

21So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

he said unto his disciples, Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

23The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

KJV

Luke 12:31-32
31But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.
KJV

3) PEOPLE ABANDON THEIR FAITH BECAUSE OF FALSE DOCTRINE AND FALSE
TEACHERS

Gal 1:6-8

61 marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel:

7Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.
8But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

KJV

There was all kinds of false doctrine being preached in the early church.

No one can stop false doctrine.

If you study the scriptures in context to see how they handled the teaching of false doctrine, they
overcame it by teaching the truth!

Acts 20:28-32 (IN Melitas, they called the Elders together and gave them direction concerning
false doctrine)



28Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
29For | know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock.

30Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them.

31Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years | ceased not to warn every
one night and day with tears.

32And now, brethren, | commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. KJV

1 Tim 4:1-6

4:1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

3Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be
received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

4For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:
5For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

6If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of
Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast
attained.

KJV

Another way to keep false teachings from ship wrecking your faith is to not waver by professing or
confessing what you believe. We need to gather with people of like faith and make sure we are in
church all the time. Exhort eachother!

Heb 10:22-25

22l et us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

23Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

KJV

Heb 10:38
38Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
KJV

1 Tim 1:18-2:1

18This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on
thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

10



19Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith
have made shipwreck:

200f whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom | have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn
not to blaspheme.

1 Timothy 2

2:11 exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men;

KJV

1 Tim 1:18-2:1

18Now, Timothy, my son, here is my command to you: Fight well in the Lord's battles, just as the
Lord told us through his prophets that you would. 19Cling tightly to your faith in Christ and always
keep your conscience clear, doing what you know is right. For some people have disobeyed their
consciences and have deliberately done what they knew was wrong. It isn't surprising that soon
they lost their faith in Christ after defying God like that. 20Hymenaeus and Alexander are two
examples of this. | had to give them over to Satan to punish them until they could learn not to bring
shame to the name of Christ.

TLB

Phil 3:1-2

3:1Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not
grievous, but for you it is safe.

2Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.

KJV

Paul is saying here that it's OK for him to teach you the same thing over and over because of false
prophets and teachers and false doctrine. He warns about those who desire to cut you off,
amputate you or to mutilate is what concision literally means.

Look at the book of 2 Peter 2:1 and Jude with me. Let’s highlight or underline all the phrases that
talk about ungodly men or false teachers. NOTICE THE SIMILARITIES ABOUT THESE TWO
BOOKS, EVEN DOWN TO THE EXACT WORD PHRASES TO DESRIBE FALSE TEACHERS
AND FALSE PROPHETS. This book will help you to identify them and not listen to them. Let me
teach you that Jude can do nothing about these evil men and false teachers. Jesus told us they
would come. The best aid to men being attached to false ideas is to put them in remembrance of
the truth they know.

2 Peter 1:20-3:2

20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.

2 Peter 2
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2:1But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

2And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of.

3And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

4For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

7And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul
from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished:

10But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government.
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

11Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against
them before the Lord.

12But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that
they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

13And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day
time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast
with you;

14Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart
they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of
Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of
the prophet.

17These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of
darkness is reserved for ever.

18For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

20For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning.

21For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

22But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit
again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

12



2 Peter 3

3:1This second epistle, beloved, | now write unto you; in both which | stir up your pure minds by
way of remembrance:

2That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

KJV

(READ IN THE LIVING BIBLE IF TIME)

2 Peter 1:20-3:1

20For no prophecy recorded in Scripture was ever thought up by the prophet himself. It was the
Holy Spirit within these godly men who gave them true messages from God.

2 Peter 2

2:1But there were false prophets, too, in those days, just as there will be false teachers among
you. They will cleverly tell their lies about God, turning against even their Master who bought them;
but theirs will be a swift and terrible end. 2Many will follow their evil teaching that there is nothing
wrong with sexual sin. And because of them Christ and his way will be scoffed at.

3These teachers in their greed will tell you anything to get hold of your money. But God
condemned them long ago and their destruction is on the way. 4For God did not spare even the
angels who sinned, but threw them into hell, chained in gloomy caves and darkness until the
judgment day. 5And he did not spare any of the people who lived in ancient times before the flood
except Noah, the one man who spoke up for God, and his family of seven. At that time God
completely destroyed the whole world of ungodly men with the vast flood. 6Later, he turned the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into heaps of ashes and blotted them off the face of the earth,
making them an example for all the ungodly in the future to look back upon and fear.

7But at the same time the Lord rescued Lot out of Sodom because he was a good man, sick of the
terrible wickedness he saw everywhere around him day after day. 9So also the Lord can rescue
you and me from the temptations that surround us, and continue to punish the ungodly until the
day of final judgment comes. 10He is especially hard on those who follow their own evil, lustful
thoughts, and those who are proud and willful, daring even to scoff at the Glorious Ones without so
much as trembling, 11although the angels in heaven who stand in the very presence of the Lord,
and are far greater in power and strength than these false teachers, never speak out
disrespectfully against these evil Mighty Ones.

12But false teachers are fools-no better than animals. They do whatever they feel like; born only to
be caught and killed, they laugh at the terrifying powers of the underworld which they know so little
about; and they will be destroyed along with all the demons and powers of hell.

13That is the pay these teachers will have for their sin. For they live in evil pleasures day after day.
They are a disgrace and a stain among you, deceiving you by living in foul sin on the side while
they join your love feasts as though they were honest men. 14No woman can escape their sinful
stare, and of adultery they never have enough. They make a game of luring unstable women. They
train themselves to be greedy; and are doomed and cursed. 15They have gone off the road and
become lost like Balaam, the son of Beor, who fell in love with the money he could make by doing

13



wrong; 16but Balaam was stopped from his mad course when his donkey spoke to him with a
human voice, scolding and rebuking him.

17These men are as useless as dried-up springs of water, promising much and delivering nothing;
they are as unstable as clouds driven by the storm winds. They are doomed to the eternal pits of
darkness. 18They proudly boast about their sins and conquests, and, using lust as their bait, they
lure back into sin those who have just escaped from such wicked living.

19"You aren't saved by being good," they say, "so you might as well be bad. Do what you like; be
free."

But these very teachers who offer this "freedom" from law are themselves slaves to sin and
destruction. For a man is a slave to whatever controls him. 20And when a person has escaped
from the wicked ways of the world by learning about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and then
gets tangled up with sin and becomes its slave again, he is worse off than he was before. 21It
would be better if he had never known about Christ at all than to learn of him and then afterwards
turn his back on the holy commandments that were given to him. 22There is an old saying that "A
dog comes back to what he has vomited, and a pig is washed only to come back and wallow in the
mud again." That is the way it is with those who turn again to their sin.

TLB

Jude 1 - Rev 1:1

1:1Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

2Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.

3Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.

4For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

(In vs. 5 Jude begins, not teaching, but reminding them that they must expect judgement if they
rebel against God.)

51 will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

6And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

(Jude says even the Angels rebelled and will be judged also whole cities))

7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over
to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance
of eternal fire.

(Jude sgoes back to the now...)

8Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of
dignities.
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9Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses,
durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

10But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

11Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

12These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without
fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

13Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved
the blackness of darkness for ever.

14And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thousands of his saints,

15To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.

16These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh
great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

(Here is the exhortation to us as believers..)

17But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ;

18How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own
ungodly lusts.

19These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

20But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,
21Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.

22And of some have compassion, making a difference:

23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the
flesh.

(Some false teachers and evil men will be saved by compassion, some by fear — this is not talking
about ordinary people. Most people will come to God because of love, never fear. It's the
kindness of God that leads men to repentance.)

24Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and
ever. Amen.

KJV

Matt 24:23-24
23Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
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24For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
KJV

True prophets and teachers are gifts given by God. They are sent to perfect you in spiritual
matters and will build you up or edify you scripture says.

Eph 4:10-13

10He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things.)

11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers;

12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

KJV

1 Cor 14:1-4

14:1Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.

2For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

3But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.

4He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the
church.

KJV

1 John 2:14-27

14And so | say to you fathers who know the eternal God, and to you young men who are strong
with God's Word in your hearts, and have won your struggle against Satan: 15Stop loving this evil
world and all that it offers you, for when you love these things you show that you do not really love
God; 16for all these worldly things, these evil desires-the craze for sex, the ambition to buy
everything that appeals to you, and the pride that comes from wealth and importance-these are not
from God. They are from this evil world itself. 17And this world is fading away, and these evil,
forbidden things will go with it, but whoever keeps doing the will of God will live forever.

18Dear children, this world's last hour has come. You have heard about the Antichrist who is
coming-the one who is against Christ-and already many such persons have appeared. This makes
us all the more certain that the end of the world is near. 19These "against-Christ" people used to
be members of our churches, but they never really belonged with us or else they would have
stayed. When they left us it proved that they were not of us at all.

20But you are not like that, for the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you know the truth. 21So |
am not writing to you as to those who need to know the truth, but | warn you as those who can
discern the difference between true and false.

22And who is the greatest liar? The one who says that Jesus is not Christ. Such a person is
antichrist, for he does not believe in God the Father and in his Son. 23For a person who doesn't
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believe in Christ, God's Son, can't have God the Father either. But he who has Christ, God's Son,
has God the Father also.

24So0 keep on believing what you have been taught from the beginning. If you do, you will always
be in close fellowship with both God the Father and his Son. 25And he himself has promised us
this: eternal life.

26These remarks of mine about the Antichrist are pointed at those who would dearly love to
blindfold you and lead you astray. 27But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you,
in your hearts, so that you don't need anyone to teach you what is right. For he teaches you all
things, and he is the Truth, and no liar; and so, just as he has said, you must live in Christ, never to
depart from him.

TLB

ALWAYS BE ON YOUR TOES FOR THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO WILL TRY TO GET YOU TO
ABANDON YOUR OWN BELIEFS, YOUR OWN FAITH.
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